


UNM COE Differentiated Lesson Plan Template & Instructions
(Aligned with NMTEACH Domain 1 - 5/21/2019)

	1.
	General Lesson Information 

	· 
	· Teacher Candidate Name: Porsha Rimorin
· Date & Time Frame of Lesson: 10/07/19 Duration: One hour
· Title: Create a Cloud Activity & Experiment
· Grade Level: 3rd 
· Subject Area: Science

	2.
	Standards & Bench Marks 

	
	Provide the number and written standard for:
· Standard(s) appropriate to the lesson: 3-ESS2-1 Earth’s Systems
· Standard(s) fully cited: Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions expected during a particular season.
· Rationale for selecting standard: Standard comes from New Mexico State Standards for Science. These standards are derived from The Next Generation Science Standards.


	3.
	Specific Learning Goals & Objectives of the Lesson 

	
	What do you want the student to learn during this lesson?
· Students will develop their understanding of weather.
· Students will conduct their cloud experiments making inferences and collecting data from their study to perform the process of precipitation. 
· Students will summarize their understanding of clouds and precipitation 


	4.
	Preparation

	
	Materials and resources
Clear plastic cups; shaving cream; food coloring; science composition books with lesson vocabulary; Job worksheet, create a cloud data worksheet, exit ticket, and the book “Cloud Dance” by Thomas Locker.
The Environment
Students will be working together in their assigned groups. Each group will have 2-4 students. Students will be conducting their cloud experiments in their assigned groups. 
Diversity
· Students will be working in groups each with various diversities. 
· This group is academically high. We will be working on collaborating with others and respecting diversity.
Differentiation
The students will go through various stages of learning approaches. We will begin with direct instruction, merge into student centered learning, and then follow with a quick exit ticket that students will complete individually. Students will be choosing their own roles in the experiment. I will make any moment-to-moment adaptations as needed.
Technology
We will be using pencil and paper for this lesson. No electronic technology will be used. 
Collaboration
N/A

	5.
	Instructional Procedures (Flexible depending on preferred content model of teaching)

	
	Introduction (10-15 minutes)
·  Essential questions: What are clouds? What is the process of precipitation? 
· As a hook I will read, “Cloud Dance” by Thomas Locker
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We will then review our vocabulary words for weather whole group

	
	Instruction (30 minutes)
· I will begin my lesson by reminding students that we are continuing to learn about the weather. The students will gather in the library while I read, “Cloud Dance”. After our book, the students will return to their groups. We will take out our composition Science notebooks and review our weather vocabulary words whole group (clouds, rain, precipitation, sunshine, puddle, weather, updraft, water vapor, and the 4 ingredients that make weather). I will call on students to share their definitions of our vocabulary words. Students will then decide what roles they will play in the experiment (cloud; raindrop; sunshine; or puddle), they will find out what their job will be AFTER they choose their roles—this is intended to prevent conflicts regarding job roles during the experiment. I will explain that they will be conducting an experiment involving clouds and precipitation. We will go over each job description and I will answer any questions students may have about the process. Students will carry out their experiments following the procedure from their “create a cloud” worksheet and noting their observations, data, and conclusions. We will discuss the process and results of the experiment as students interact with the activity. After our experiment is complete and cleaned up, students will complete a short exit ticket to show what they know. I will conclude the lesson by coming back to a whole group discussion and highlighting the results of our lesson and addressing any questions or confusion based on the conclusion of their exit ticket answers.
· Students will conduct a hands-on activity, discuss and review as a whole group, and complete an individual exit ticket. This provides students will multiple approaches to learning. 
· I will differentiate by using various learning approaches and giving students choices throughout the lesson. I will make any adjustments to the lesson as needed based on students understanding and process. 

	
	Guided/Independent Practice (30 minutes)
· Students will work in groups (2-4)
· Each student will have a unique role in the experiment and choose their role BEFORE they know what they’re jobs will be in each role. 
· The puddle will get the water in a clear plastic cup; the cloud will spray shaving cream on top of the water; the raindrop will drop the food coloring on top of the shaving cream; and the sunshine will clean up after they are done with the experiment. 
· Students will then fill out a 3-2-1 exit ticket individually. The exit ticket asks for: 3 facts about clouds and precipitation; 2 things they learned; and one question they still have. 
Closure
· We will close with a whole group discussion that returns to our essential questions and confer the highlights of our lesson
· I will use answers from the students’ exit tickets to determine what questions to ask students and determine if further teaching will be necessary or if students have met the desired objectives.

	6.
	Assessment 

	· 
	· As students are conducting their experiments, I will circulate the room overhearing conversations and watching their overall process. As I walk around, I will ask students critical thinking questions to measure their comprehension.
· I will use the exit tickets to assess students understanding after the completion of the lesson. I will know if students have reached their objectives by a combination of my formative assessment during the lesson and the exit ticket results (if students were able to list 3 facts and 2 things they learned about clouds and precipitation).

	7.
	Accommodations/Modifications

	· 
	· No IEPs or ELLs
· I will make adaptations as needed during this lesson.

	8. 
	Reflection

	· 
	







